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working with the United States Department of

Agriculture, one goal of the move was to “make
available the highest quality, disease-free
livestock and food products to Europe,”

according to a White House fact sheet. “I believe
we can do business together to build a strong
partnership and there’s a lot of potential for us
to do this,” said USDA Acting Deputy Secretary
Javier Palomarez at the event. The visit, he said,
also will boost a U.S. trade mission being led by

Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue to the
Eastern European country. “It’s a big opportunity

for agriculture and I think we’re going to get a
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lot of these things accomplished,” he said.
Perdue said “potentially more” commitments for

buying U.S. pork would be announced on the
trip. “We’re going to make a lot of decisions over
the coming weeks,” he said. The move to export
pork to the European Union comes as U.S. pork

producers face hurdles moving their goods
across borders, underscoring the tricky task of

selling a premium product that is less expensive
in the U.S. marketplace. As a result, the

government has provided more than $2 billion in
federal price supports to offset falling feed costs.
These have helped lower the cost of feeding the
pigs to market weight – the point at which the

animals are delivered to the slaughterhouse. But
they haven’t been as effective for exporting pig

products, which has had other problems, such as
supply challenges. USDA’s chief economist said
the goal is to get a higher value for the exports,
now mostly to Canada. “Pork exports will never
be a world-class, globally competitive industry.

The industry is not built for that. We want to
make it a world-class industry that can compete

globally,” he said. Pork producers are “more
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than a little hesitant” to accept government
help, especially now as they face tougher

competition to sell their product, he said.Funny
thing about the weekly Juche updates… the one
we put out for the week now consists of a bunch

of pics of the ‘Gang St 6d1f23a050
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